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COURT SEEKS INQUIRY REPORT 
INTO VIJAYENDRA’S TEMPLE VISIT
The CM’s son admitted to his visit to Srikanteshwara temple in reply to notice issued by Mysuru DC

RARE SIGHT
A halo was seen around the Sun for a few minutes in Koppal on Thursday  

| PRAKASH KANDAKOOR

E N S  @  B e n g a l u r u

THROWING Covid norms out of  
the window, people of  Shivanagar 
ward in Rajajinagar flocked to col-
lect groceries and vegetables being 
distributed by a local Congress 
leader on Thursday. There was also 
a live hen for each beneficiary. 
Former BBMP councillor Vijayku-
mar and his wife Manjula Vijayku-
mar, along with local Congress 
workers, distributed the goods to 
the needy. 

Vijaykumar said that they were 
working under KPCC president 
DK Shivakumar’s guidance, and 
had been providing free breakfast 
and lunch to the poor for one-and-
half  months.

Vijaykumar said they distrib-
uted 15-18 kg of  vegetables and 
the hen was initially not part of  
the package. But a youth who had 
a poultry farm approached him 
for financial help. “Instead of  giv-
ing him money, we procured 1.2 
tonnes of  fowl — around 600 birds 
— and distributed them,” he 
stated.  

One local BJP worker said that 
the crowd was because of  the 
bird. To which Vijayakumar said, 
“People were at least wearing 
masks. We did not announce that 
hens were being given, or more 
people would have have come.”

Cong leader 
gives away 
veggies, hens

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@  B e n g a l u r u

THE Rajarajeshwari Nagar po-
lice on Thursday arrested a 
26-year-old woman and her para-
mour for brutally torturing her 
two minor daughetrs after they 
revealed about the affair to their 
father. The accused Jayamma 
(24), a hospital housekeeping 
staffer, and Hemanth (27), a daily 
wage labourer, both from Hassan, 
were staying in in RR Nagar.

A senior police officer said 
that the duo was arrested based 
on a complaint by the neigh-
bours, and have been booked un-
der the Juvenile Justice Act. 

On Wednesday evening, the 
neighbours heard the children 
screaming and alerted the po-
lice. The kids were rescued and 
rushed to a private hospital. Lat-
er, the police arrested the ac-
cused and are waiting for the 
medical reports to take further 
action, an officer said.

Woman, paramour held 
for torturing minor girls

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Bengaluru

OBSERVING that allowing po-
litical people to enter temples to 
offer puja when a government 
order does not permit it, will 
send wrong signals, the Karna-
taka High Court on Thursday 
directed the state government 
to submit the preliminary in-
quiry report by the Mysuru 
Deputy Commissioner into BJP 
state vice-president BY Vijayen-
dra and his wife’s visit to Sri-
kanteshwara temple in Nanjan-
gud on May 18, 2021.

Passing the order, a division 
bench of  Chief  Justice Abhay 
Shreeniwas Oka and Justice 
Suraj Govindaraj said it will take 
the issue to its logical conclusion, 
after the DC’s report is submitted 
to court. Vijayendra has admitted 
to his temple visit, in a reply to a 
notice on May 29, issued by the 
Mysuru DC.

Advocate General (AG) Prab-
huling K Navadagi submitted 
that Vijayendra went to Nanjan-
gud to launch an ambulance serv-
ice at 8.30 am, and entered the 
temple to offer puja as it was 
open. But an impression was cre-
ated that he went to go to the tem-
ple with family, he argued.

Thereafter, the court asked the 

AG to say whether a citizen can 
enter a temple, to which he got a 
negative reply. The court ob-
served that the law applicable to 
political persons is applicable to 
all. It sends wrong signals when 
political persons are allowed to 
enter temples when there is pro-
hibition, but citizens are not. 
This truth was found out as he 

(Vijayendra) admitted he had en-
tered the temple. He need not en-
ter the temple if  he went for Cov-
id-related work.” 

Meanwhile, the court directed 
counsel to file an affidavit on the 
photograph of  Vijayendra and 
his wife visiting the temple, at-
tached to the petition. The next 
hearing is on June 18.

COURT STAYS MYSURU MAYORAL ELECTION
Bengaluru: The Karnataka High Court on Thursday stayed the election 
for the Mayor of Mysuru City Corporation that was scheduled to be held 
on June 11. However, the court said that the authorities can take the 
decision to hold the election after assessing the Covid situation when 
the lockdown is lifted. Passing the interim order after hearing a petition 
filed by Congress corporator Pradeep, Justice Sachin Shankar Magadum 
issued notice to the Additional Chief Secretary of the Urban 
Development Department and Commissioner of Mysore City 
Corporation.  The petitioner contended that the guidelines issued under 
the Disaster Management Act prohibits gathering of people. If elections 
are held, the corporators and their followers will gather which may lead 
to spread of Covid-19, he said.

C R I M E  P A T R O L

Gold bangles of Covid 
victim turn out fake,  

cops grill nurses
Bengaluru: The Yelahanka police 

on Thursday questioned three 
women nursing staffers of private 

hospital after two gold bangles, 
worth Rs 1.5 lakh, of a 61-year-old 

Covid-19 victim were allegedly 
replaced with duplicates. An officer 
said that Krishnappa B, husband of 

Bhagyamma, filed a complaint 
against the hospital staff on June 
5, alleging that his wife had worn 

two gold bangles when she was 
hospitalised. She died on May 25 
and the family received the body 

and the ornaments. Later, the 
family noticed that the gold 

bangles were fake and iapproached 
the police.  ENS

Six nabbed with drugs 
worth Rs 30 lakh

Continuing investigation into the 
Kannamangala drug peddling 

case, the Central Crime Branch 
(CCB) police have arrested five 

more men and seized ecstasy pills 
and LSD strips worth Rs 30 lakh. 

The accused are Bayan Ansari 
(26), Arnold Pascal D’Souza (27),

Anirudh Venkatachalam (23), 
Kanishq Reddy (23), and Santosh 

K (28). With this, the total 
number of arrests in the case has 

gone up to 11, with six men, 
including a Nigerian national, 

nabbed during a raid on a house 
at Kannamangala on April 29. 

“We have recovered 119 ecstasy 
pills and 150 LSD blots worth Rs 

30 lakh,” the police said. ENS


